THREATENED SPECIES OF THE NORTHERN TERRITORY

TJILPI WATTLE,
PETER LATZ WATTLE
Acacia latzii

Conservation status
Australia: Vulnerable.
Northern Territory: Vulnerable.

Description

Acacia latzii is a small tree or shrub to 4
m high with thick rough bark. The
flowers are in globular heads, and the
pods are linear.

Flowering: April-Oct; Dec-Jan.
Fruiting: May-Nov.

Acacia latzii (whole plant).

Acacia latzii (flowers).

Distribution

Acacia latzii is known from the Beddome
Range (Umbeara, New

Crown and Tieyon Pastoral Leases) and
the Bacon Range (Henbury pastoral
lease) (White et al. 2000). Flora surveys
in 2001 as part of the Finke bioregion
survey (Neave et al. 2004) located
outlying stands in both areas. The
northern and western limits of this
species’ range occur within the NT. The
species is also known from, but rare in,
South Australia.

Conservation reserves where reported:
None.

Known locations of A. latzii.

Ecology

Acacia latzii occurs on low hills (typically
mesas or buttes) characterized by
skeletal soils and occasional steep
gullies. It also occurs along small, rocky
watercourses associated with hill
footslopes especially in the Bacon
Range. It often grows in pure stands.
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Conservation assessment
The species is considered Vulnerable
(under criteria B2ab(v); D2) due to:
a restricted area of occupancy
estimated to be <20 km?;
fragmented population known from
fewer than 10 populations; and
an inferred population reduction.

The population of A. latzii is skewed
towards the oldest age classes. There
is no evidence of recent recruitment
within known stands.

Threatening processes

Potential threats include inappropriate
fire regimes, trampling and grazing of
seedlings by cattle, browsing by rabbits
and invasion by buffel grass (along
creeklines). The infrequent success of
reproduction and recruitment of this
species exacerbates the impacts of
threatening processes.

Conservation objectives and
management

A national recovery plan for threatened
arid zone Acacias has been prepared by
NRETA together with other state
agencies (Nano et al. 2005). The plan
covers Acacia latzii.

Recovery actions identified for A. latzii in
the Northern Territory include to:
carry out targeted surveys for
additional populations;
establish formal protection for
significant populations;
carry out population and habitat
monitoring at selected sites;
implement management
strategies for key threatening
processes as required,;
undertake research on fire, seed
and reproductive biology;
collect and store seeds from all
populations in recognized seed-
banks;

assess genetic population
structure; and

engage indigenous ecologists to
provide input into the recovery
process.
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